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Dear Committee members,  

 

CanWaCH is a network of Canadian non-governmental organizations, academic 

institutions, and health professional associations, - researchers, doctors, nurses and 

midwives, from coast to coast - working together to improve the health and lives of women 

and children in the world's poorest countries. Our partnership is focused on getting the 

most out of every dollar invested in global health through efficiency and collaboration.  

 

We know that healthy women and children are foundational to building healthier and more 

productive economies and our research shows us that Canadians care greatly.  

 

Budget 2018 is the time for Canada to ensure that empowered women and girls can take full 

advantage of economic opportunities and decisions critical to their health, daily lives and 

livelihoods. This vision is reflected in Canada’s new Feminist International Assistance Policy 

and the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

To meet this vision, CanWaCH has two recommendations for Budget 2018.   

 

First, we recommend that Canada meet its international commitments and does its 

fair share to build a prosperous and peaceful world by committing to a timetable of 

at least a 12 percent annual increase to our International Assistance Envelope 

starting in 2018.  

 

We are proud that Canada’s development assistance is reducing global poverty and making 

the world safer while also advancing Canada’s security, prosperity and values at home and 

abroad. Opportunities and productivity for Canadians are directly linked to inclusive and 

stable growth that works for everyone. 

 

In a global economy, that means greater prosperity for Canadians by strengthening our 

international market share. Research indicates that countries receiving development 

assistance import more Canadian goods than they would without aid. Although it’s not the 
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purpose of international aid, this is a positive byproduct. In fact, one dollar in aid can 

contribute to $1.19 in exported goods.1  

 

The Government of Canada has stated that it will “restore and renew” Canada’s 

international assistance and “re-engage globally.” Since Canada is at its lowest Official 

Development Assistance levels in decades, responsible increases are urgently needed to 

ensure continued Canadian global leadership. 

 

Second, we recommend that Canada affirm and expand its current commitments to 

women and children’s health.  

 

This is the smartest investment with the greatest dividends. 

 

Since 1990, rates of maternal and child death have been cut in half, with thanks to 

Canadian leadership and investment.2 However, at current funding levels, we are at risk of 

losing these significant gains. 

 

The stakes are high.  

 

One woman dies every two minutes from pregnancy or childbirth related complications.3 

And 16,000 children will die today from preventable causes.4 

 

Yet, we know what to do. With access to basic, quality health care and modern 

contraception, maternal deaths will decrease 67 percent and newborn deaths by 77 

percent.5 

 

The hardest hit by extreme poverty, the effects of climate change and humanitarian crisis 

are women and girls and they must be at the heart of ending extreme poverty. Women and 

girls should be afforded every opportunity and every right to ensure that they can grow, 

learn, earn and lead. This requires access to basic healthcare, including addressing gaps in 

sexual and reproductive health and challenging harmful practices that perpetuate early 

pregnancy, early and forced marriage, female genital mutilation, gender-based violence, 

economic disempowerment and gender discrimination.  
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The investment case is clear. Investing in women and children’s health yields at least a 10-

fold return through better educational attainments, workforce participation and social 

contributions.6,7,8,9,10 Investments in early childhood and adolescent health and 

development yield at least US$100 billion in demographic dividends.4,5 

 

Canada’s history of contributing to a healthy and prosperous world by investing in the 

health and rights of the most vulnerable populations is at risk and can only be safeguarded 

with renewed investment now.  

 

In closing, we urge you to strengthen Canada’s international assistance in Budget 2018 to 

reflect these Canadian values and so that together, we can ensure every woman, 

adolescent and child survives and thrives everywhere. 

 

Thank you.  
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